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Tjbefc Particles. of the, Blood, are,^ccordragto my 
ppfitiom, fo -fmalT, tXiat tea Jfiundred tljoufand of them 
cahridt make up fo great a body as the coin of a great 
SaridV and from thence we do cohjefture, that fuch 
fmall veflels have ftill branches or channels ^ for if 
they were, not provided with them, the blood vefTelS 
in the thinneflr of the. tail, v/here they meet together, 
thould not lye crofs one on another, but muft be uni- 
ted with one another, which I have not obferved^ 



III, A relation of the cutting an Ivory Bodkin 
ouVof the Bladder of a young Woman in Dub- 
lin^ iy M/» Proby; communicated by 
Pr Xhomas Mol}^neux, K R.S. 



DQrcas Blahj a full bodied faiiguine Maid, pfa- 
bout twenty years old, v\rJhiift in^ her Ffithers 
hoxi^Q^ An EiJhamhU-fireQt^ Dnblm^ was Tiiuch trpabkd 
with an hodrfeiiefs la ft winter, for which (he was defi- 
rous to take a Vomit ^ but her Friends not confenting 
to it, {he endeavoured to provoke one, by thrufting her 
finger into her throat on the fifth of January^ i ^9,4» 
which clot anfwering her defires,'flie; drew an Ivory 
Bodkin ojf four inches long out of her hair^ and thfuft 
the fmall end . forward into her Throat, upon wliich 
fhe heav'd fo often as put her out of breath, andoblig d 
her to ftand upright to [draw fome air, which fhe did 
without taking the Bpdkin out of her Throaty and at 
that inftant it flipt outpf hf^r, fi^ngers , and pafsU into 
her ftomach. The accident put her into fome fright^ 
but that foon went off ^gain, becaufe (he found no 
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immediate ittcotivenience. Howfever, the reflexions 
ftie riiade thereon, kept her awake that night. The next 
day which vf^^ Sunday^ the fixth of Janmrj^ ^6^^. a- 
bout noon, (he felt a (harp pricking pain in the right 
fide of her Belly, lower than the Navel. However, 
flie got out of bed, and walkt a Httle about: Towards 
Evening fhe felt the pain nearer her right Groin than 
before, which hindred her from walking, and obligd 
her to betake herfelf again to her bed, where ftie lay 
reftlefs all that night, by reafon of the exceffive pain. 
On Monday in the Afternoon one Mrs M' Guennk ^ a 
Midwife, dweUing at the Lamb m JFi/hamble-Jireet^ 
f earcht her, and faid (he felt the end of the Bodkin, 
but thought it was in a Gut* The next day one 
Mrs Taj/lor another Midwife, living the next door ta 
th^ Bunch of Keys in St Brides- flreet^ fearcht her alfo^. 
who faid (he felt the Bodkin 5 but the poor Woman 
being unfatisfy'd with the Midwife's account, fent for 
me to her that night :. In fearching her by the Anus I 
couM not fkid it, but putting my Finger into th^Fagi^ 
nttVieri, I felt the Bodkin ^ arid becaufe fhecomplaih- 
ed of a difficulty ia voiding her Urine, I made ufe of 
my Gt^etery ^nd felt it, as I conceive, in the Bladder 5 
but immediately trying a (econd time, I could not find 
it, which made rm di^ious for fbme time what to dp.. 
Within a fortnight after, in the prefence of Do^or 
J^kn Madden^ the very worthy Prefident of th^ King 
a nd Queen s Royal Colledge of Phy ficians in Irelandy 
and Doftor Thomas MolyneHx^ a Fellow of that Society 
I did convey a Catheter into her Bladder, where the 
Bodkin was at that time very plainly to be felt. She 
thei^ had as well as ali the time,(uch an exceffive prick- 
ing pain at voiding her Urine, that (he was often con- 
ftrainU to hold it rnuch' longer than (he would, whici^ 
made her earneft thkt the Bodkin (hould be brought 
a^af at any rate jwhereupom I refolved to endeavourto 
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extra^ it after the fame manner,as I doStones fromW^'- 
men 5 and accordingly Cher Body being duly prepared 
far the operationj about t^n days after, the afore^- 
nani'd Phyficians being prefent, I did attempt the ex- 
traftfon, having introduc'd my Forceps into the neck 
of die Bladder, I very readily took hold of tlie Bodkin, 
but could not move it. I then pafs'd in my Finger thro 
the dilatation into the Bladder, and try*d to bring the 
vi^hole Bodkin into the Bladder, but could not 5 nor 
could I turn it one way or another, but round like a 
Spindle. I often feiz'd it with my Forceps, but found 
itimpoffible to remove it by reafon of the pofition, 
which was the fraaller end, refting upon the iniide of 
the Ifchium fas I imagine J which probably occafion'd 
her halting. Finding all my attempts to be fruitlefs, 
I defpaired ever to cffed it this way, which made me 
defift from farther tryal for fome time : but now the 
weather being more favourable, and her pains encrea- 
fing, notwithftanding that (he was frequently inform- 
ed of the danger of the operatioa, by the Phyficians 
and me, yet by her daily importunity, I was prevailed 
upon to attempt the extra^ing of it in the manner of 
the higher operation for the Stone, which was as fol- 
lows. DoQ:or Madden^ Doftor Molymux^ and Dodof 
Smithy Fellows of the aforefaid Colledge, being pre- 
fent, having placed her in a .convenient pofture, I put 
my Finger into the Fagina Vten, and felt the Bodkin 
lying clofe to it on the outfide, whilft I held my Fin- 
ger there I prefled with my left hand above the Os Fw 
bk^ where I felt the head or thickeft end of the Bod* 
kin. J then- removed my Bright hand, and ckficed Do- 
ftor Smith to put his Finger into the Vagimy as I h^d 
done before, and prefs hard againft the Bodkin, which 
he did, and iield it very firm and fteddy, whilft I made 
an IncifioB jabout an inch and a half in length en the 
outfide of the rjgjit Mf^f(^i^^ M^^H^p till X came to the 
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EMdder. I thert pafs'ci my Fore-finger and Thumb in- 
to the wound, and gcft hold of the head ot the Bod* 
kin^ ^the fubftance of the Bladder only being between^ 
upon which, with a fmall crooked Bijlore., I cut the 
Bladder, and by gently preffing my Finger and Thumb 
th? Bodkin llipt outof the Bladder- bet ween them^ by 
which I very eaflly extracted it. I drefs'd the wound 
and put her into Bed, and in lefs than a month, by 
Gods great bleffing,flie was perfeftly cur*d, and as free 
from; any inconvdeience, ocCalidh'd by fwallowing the 
Bodkin, as fever (he was iii her life. 




WE, the Phyficians under-named, do hereby cer*- 
tify, that 'all th€ particulars of the Chii^urgfcal 
operation of ex trading the Bodkin but of tihe Bladder 
oi Dorcas 5/^4^, di contained in thd totegoing adcouuti 
are truly and faithfully related, it being performed hj 
Mx. Thomas T?robji\, Mafter Chiruregon, with great ^ill 
and fuccefs in our prefenc^^ as witnefs our Hands, this 
2 2d of Mry, l6^'5» 




I, Madden Prdid* T. 

Wm^ Smith 

DOrcas Blake, of Fifhdmbky^eety in the Parifll of 
St John Spinfier^2ixnt this day before me,ahd be- 
ing fworrt on the holy Evangeliftsj faith that the a- 
bove relation is true in fubflance, and that (he^ did 
fwallow the Bodkin therein mentioned, and that the 
Bodkin now .(hewed to Her is the fame that 'ihe forrae^ 
ly; Iwailow'd. 



JSH)rca$ • — — • Blah- 
mark. 

Jurdt coram mt deciModip Jnntti l$<^f^ 
G. Blackall Majk. JMUth llhe 
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"^^^Jlie Bodkin was eut out of her Bladder that day mne 
weeks that (he fwallow'd it There was bat half 
of the Bodkin in the Bladder, which was 
incruftrated with a graveHy calculous matter, as ap- 
pears in the adjoining figure* A tiie head or blunt end 
of the Bodkin, from A to B the half which w^asin the 
Bladder with its Cruft : from B to G the part which 
was out of the Bladder in the Pelvis'^ the point reftipig 
upon tht Ifchium.. Vid.Yi^. j. 




W. A^^fi^i^ofthe Vifer ^ and fome other foj- 

fms^y mote by Sir rheodore de May erne, of- 

Ur fome Sfcouyfe he ha^ vpith Mn Pontseus, 

Communicated by the late Sir Theodore de 

Vaux, M P. and P. i?. S^ 

'He vendni of the Viper in itfelf is not rnortalto^a 

robuft and found body, and tlio very uahappy- 

and mifchievous accidents attend it, as a great tumour, 
tenfion and weight of the part, humidity^ andyariety 
of colours, phrenfies, eonvulfions, vomitings, yet in 
eight or ten days at moftthefe accidents are over, afe 
tho the Patient may be. very ill, yet he recovers again,, 
whilft the Poyfon having run through divers parts. of 
the body, at laft it always throws itfelf into the Are- 
ttm, fwelling it extreamly, caufes t great heat and 
quantity of Urine, very hot and fharp, by which it is 
dircharged, this evacuation being the ordinary and 
raoft. certain Grifis of the Difeafe. It is obfervable,- 
that the perfpiration being obftrufted by the Poy Con,, 
a man bit by a^Vipfer, and fwell'd- up, in three orfour 
days (hair weigh almoft as • snueh' more as- he did be- 
fore" ^ 
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